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ON THE LAW, 
(Continued), 


In order to enhance the value of our remarks on this important subject, 


we have thought it advisable to give a few more instances of these Agadas 
with their explanations. We read in the talmud (Sabbatical code) the 
following : 

“The holy land will with facility produce (at the advent of the Messiah) 
ready made cakes and silk garments.” We find, likewise, in Psalms, 
(c. 23, v. 16.) | 


DIA YONA Noa 
‘* There shall be portions of corn upen the land, upon the tops of the moun- 
tains.” These allusions, taken literally, must infallibly appear in the eyes 
of the ordinary reader, as vague and unintelligible: but when we view them 
: in their proper light, when we consider them attentively, we shall perceive 
that they contain a figurative allusion to the prosperity of our holy land, at 
the period of the coming of the Messiah. At that blessed epoch requisites 


will be spontaneously provided for us, our exigencies met ere they are ofa ‘ 


) nature to be styled wants: in short, the blessings showered on us from the 
3 bounteous hand of Providence will be so great, that the earth will seem to 
| produce clothes ready made, and b:ead already baked ; not that the laws of 
nature will ‘be altered, but that they will appear so, our prosperity shall be 
so glorious. We read in another place in the talmud 


The tables of the ten commandments were six pom 
) were in the hands of God, two in the hands © «os 5,6) Wo loiween 
them.” It must appear strange to attribute corporc. GR ay, tothe 
Almighty, when we are bound to believe (nat He is inc ipo cals. it seems 


equally unaccountable to place the contact of the hands of God in juata- 
position with that of the hands of Moses; but when we divest the passage of 
its allegorical allusions, we shall at once perceive its ‘rue meaning, more 
especially if we regard the nature of the ten commandmen's. These are the 
pure source whence all the other precepts spring, thei. i. partic 
the pentateuch, they are divided into three paris: the fr classe... 5 of 
those command.‘ inculeate the duties we ove toCG.d ond ire 
principles of faith : the second ihe duties between wan ani man; ihe thud 
division is of a nature between the two, affecting man’s conduct towa ds his 
Maker and towards his fellow creature. To these three parts tle above 
‘v2 sage from the talmud alludes ; the first portion of the ten commandments 
was in the hands of God—that the first and second eomman?=: the 


portion was in the hands of Moses—that is the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th, 
which constitute all man’s duties to his neighbour; and the third portion 
remained between God and Moses—that is the 3rd, 4th, and 5th commands ; 
their observance being a duty we owe equally to God and to each other. 
There is an innumerable quantity of similar passages to which we might 
refer did our limits permit, but we have already, we apprehend, quoted suffi- 
cient to prove the assertion with which we set out, viz., that the talmud, or 
oral law is of divine origin, and essentially necessary to the understanding of 
its concomitant law, the SASAwW AWN, We do not invite controversy 


_ but we would not shrink from it, and if any one of those who seek to deny 


the truth of our reasoning would feel disposed coolly and dispassionately to 
enter the lists against us, we would use the very humble share of talent with 
which it has pleased God to bless us, in endeavouring to answer him, con- 
vinced that though a torrent of eloquent sophistry might, in the eyes of the 
unthinking crowd, overwhelm our gentle stream of honest truth, we have 
still means enough at our command to stem the tide, and work our way into 
the hearts of all reflecting believers, The mighty cataract, dashing itself 
in foaming spray, and with irresistible force against its bed of rocks, may 
mistify and astound: but the genile rivulet, whose only attraction is its 
simplicity, will awaken deeper feelings of admirativn, as it slowly, but 
surely wends its way for ever, 
(7'o Le continued.) 

E-rposition of the portion Lxodus, chap. 18, v. 

peiion, the most ia the whole as contsining the 
tn commundmenis, opens with an account of the visit of Jethro to Moses. 
rom th’s cireumstence we Jearn several useful lessons, not the least im- 
ortant of which is the conviction which: is forced into Jethro’s mind by the 
‘cation ef the of God. Jet'iro was a priest of Midian---therefore 
an idvlator, and an’acknowledgment from him of the superiority of the One 
God over his supposed divinities is therefore an important one, 

“ Now I am convinced that the Eternal is greater, than ali other Gods ;” 
ond the term PYpy"y of which he makes use, implying as it does certainty 
wi'hout the smallest particle of doubt, renders the expressiou still stronger. 
The conduct of Moses on this occasion is highly meritorious; he dwelt 
upon the benefits the Israelites had received, not for the purpose of 
boasting of the protection of heaven enjoyed by them, but to inculcate in 
others the principles of faith in the trae God, and thereby to render them as 


wortny of His favor as was Moses himself. We find, likewise, that Moses, 
notwithstanding the exa'ted position to which he had atiained, did not 


refuse to receive ad\:-e from oue older then himself, for we © © him acti ? 


voon the opinion of father-in-law, and de mg the cuders of his 
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flock a share of his own power; this teaches us aot to be so wedded to any 
opinion we may have formed as te reject the advice of our friends ; it points 
out to us likewise, that we should, no matter how great our abilities, be 
ever willing to listen to the suggestions of others, who, viewing a matter in 
which we ave interested, more than we do, judge of it more correctly, and 
are, therefore, entitled to every consideratiog we can give them. There is 
one verse in this portion to which we would draw particular attention, viz., 
“ And now if you will diligently attend to my voice, and keep my covenant, 
then ye shall be to me a treasure from among nations.” These words were 
addressed ly God himself to Moses, whe was to deliver them to the children 
of Israel. Surely no sentence can express, in terms move strong, the 

intimate connexion that the Almighty wished to establish between Himself 
and our ancestors; and as in seturn for the inestimable blessing of being 
His peculiar people, they were only required to hearken to His voice and 
obey Llis commands, surely we, their descendants may hope the same 

grace will be extended to us if we do what was enjoined on our forefathers. 
it has been said of sincerity ** that it has all the advantage of seeming good 
and of being so”; the same may be said of faith in God and obedience to 
His mandates ;---and, indeed, when we reflect that there is no one ordinance 
in the law whieh is not specially devoted to the amelioration of our condition 
(ether spiritual or temporal), it Isa matter of the utmost surprise, that 

setting aside all nobler considerations, any man should be so blind to his 
own advantage, as to depart from the line Of conduct laid down in the 
“s whee? when an observance ef it cannnot fail to secure him so much 
happi Mess” for what iS, or should be the end of our being but to serve God 


and become Leloved by our fellow creatures for our virtues; and how can 


we usite these owo objects so well as by a rigid adherence to the worship of 


God, wl just of nécessity ensure both His love and the admiration of 
by astiict regard for the well-being of our neighbours, which 


caunot fel of procuing their esteem and the approbation of heaven that 
ue Pave ads would be done by. 


rO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


I beg to torward you an extract from_a letter addressed by 

Maimonides BIB to his son, Rabbi Abraham, pointing out to him the 
Importnce of the Sabbath, and the manner in which it ought to be employed. 

o! edient Servant, 
S. 

Remember, my son Abraham, (nay the Almighty bless thee) that the first 
tung that the Creator (praised be [lis name) commanded Israel throuch the 
medium of the true proplct Meses, (may his soul rest in peace) was the 
observance of the Sabbath day, it was made a covenant between us and God. 
who said “The children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath to observe the 
Sabbot) throughout their generations for a perpetual covenant; it isa sigh 
between me and the children of Israel for ever---for in six days the Lord 
made the heaven and earth, Xe’. The intention of this text is to shew that 
we siculd rest and refrain from worldly affairs which trouble us and prevent 
our secking the Almighty. The object of the sal.bath is to bring us to the 
service of God, that we should chance and substitute his worship for the 
ndage of Pharaoh, king of L-gypt, as mentioned in the end of | jeuteronomy. 
And shalt rememoer that thou wast a servant in the land. of Egypt, 


and therefore tie Lord thy God commanded thee to observe the Sabbath day.” 


Another reason for observing the Sabbath is in Exodus. “ And the children 


of Isracl shall keep the Sabbath, & 0"; thus shewing that it was an original, 


institution, and the day when “the creation was completed”, 


therefore, the 
children of Israel shouid s 


pend this day in the service of the Almighty, 
And as it was the day when He finished the creation of the univ erse, sO we 
should devote itto the perfection of our souls, by entirely ceasing from 
worldly offairs, and from following our avocations, that we may thus Sie 


enabled to serve our Creator and to meditate on his works. This is the true 


aud perfect rest, and if it be observed, the vigour derived trom it becomes 


twofold spiritual and temporal. The same moral that is drawn from the 
Sabbath may be observed regarding the ‘covenants of the heart and of the 
flesh; the latter of which was a covenant between God and our father 
Abraham ; (may his soul rest in peace) and the former the circumcision of 
Moses our instructor (of blessed memory). By means of these covenants the 
word of God is acknowledged and established, and the three are for purifying 
the soul by meditation, study, and devotion. Now, observe well, my son, 
that the word holy is coupled with the Sabbath, and that it is frequently 
attached to the sacred name of God; for it is said ** And the seventh day 
shall be the Sabbath in honor of the Lord thy God”; and it is said “ You 
shall keep the Sabbath, for it is holy unto you”; and we find further “And 
the seventh day shall be holy unto you”; and this is a great proof to him 
who understands this subject, and meditates on it, of the importance of the 
precept of the Sabbath, and of its authenticity ; for when it was first made a 
commandment it is said concerning the manna ‘“ And Moses said eat it to 
day, for to-morrow is a Sabbath to the Lord”. 


A DISCOURSE ON THE HISTORY AND MORALITY OF THE 
JEWISH FAITE. 


Addressed to the Junior Branches of the Hebrew Community. 


(Continued. ) 


It will be necessary, sometimes, to refer to other nations with which the 
Hebrews were occasionally connected, such as the inhabitants of Asia 
Minor, the Syrians, the Egyptians, the Phanecians, or Philistines, and the 
Persians; and in later times, the Grecians, the Romans, and the more 
modern Europeans; in all I shall strive to trace circumstances to their 
original causes, and to point out such notices of the respective nations, as 
may in any way explain our subject, as their manners, customs, religion, 
and government, soil, climate, and natural productions; to all these things 
I shall allude, and shew you how they bore on the habits and customs of the 
neighbouring Israelites ; for, as it is aptly observed by Rollin, in his intro- 
ductiom to the antient history ‘‘1t is of no less importance to study 
attentively the manners of different nations, their genius, laws, and customs, 
and especially to acquaint ourselves with the character and (disposition, the 
talents, virtues, and even vices of those men by whom they were governed ; 
and whose good or bad qualities contribnted to the grandeur or decay of the 
state over which they presided.” 


If these things are of importance, with (reference to history in general, 
must they not be particularly so to us as regarding our own annals; for, 
besides being among the earliest nations of the world, we present the pecu- 
liarity of still remaining, while all the others have gone from the earth ; torn 
and transplanted from our native soil, we still continue to branch forth ; 
trodden and trampled upon, we are not utterly lost, but we shall, at the 
appointed time, blossom again without fear of the destroyer. 


_T promise little originally—nothing new; my province will be merely that 
of a collector, availing himself of the riches of others, but this I do promise, 
that all that my reading or experience can bring to assist us in our enquiries, 
shall be continually offered to you. 


rom the stores of antient and modern history, and the accounts of 
Eastern travellers, from the many pious and learned writers who have ably 
treated on this subject, both in our own and in other languages; from all 
these information will be collected, ‘‘ out of the strong shall come forth 
sweetness’. | shall not bind myself to any prescribed form in the delivery of 
tlese attempts;. but while | intend keeping to the history in its regular suc- 
cession, I shall at times communicate such remarks as may be amusing or 
instructive, though, perhaps, somewhat out of the immediate course, 
neither shall I scruple occasionally to retrace events, if] meet with anything 
that may add a new light to the subject already spoken of;} and with this 
view [ shall be thankful to my friends for any suggestions wherewith they 
may be pleased to favor me. 


Although [ shall endeavour to speak in as easy a style as possible, it may 
sometimes happen that 1 may not sufficiently explain to my very young 
readers, that which [ wish them to know, in which case any inquiries will 
be at once satisfied, for itis my sincere wish to remove that reproach which 
stamps the Jews as the only people ignorant of their national history. 


4 
| 
1] 
i 
} 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| | 
| | 
| 
i 
| 


HRONICLE 


THE JEWISH C 


May I then pray your attention while I unfold the annals of the most 
remarkable people that ever existed ; we shall trace them from their origin, 
through their slavery, in their victory, in their opulence, in their sin, in 
punishment: we shall view them in their own land as rulers and monarchs, 
we shall behold them in ‘foreign soils as slaves and as martyrs; we shall 
connect them with the most mighty nations of all times; we shall present 
them to you in every stage of society, in every form of government. There 
was not a nation of antient time but was more or less connected with this 
peuple; there is not a constitution of modern date but owes something to it’s 
enactments. 


This much I premise of the historical division; there is another subject 
to which I intend calling your attention, and that is the morality of the 
Jewish faith. Clearly understand that I do not intend discoursing on our 
religious opinions, but I shall lay before you our great moral doctrine— 
shall shew you how the practise of truth is inseparably connected with our 
character and professions ; how the exercise of charity, linking man to man 
in mutual good feeling, is pointed out in every branch of our laws: how 
necessary to our well being is obedience. I shall demonstrate to you the folly 
of pride and of vain glory—shall warn you against those faults or vices 
which are apt to mislead the youthful mind; I shall tell you how to avoid 
the temptation to : ‘0 fly from evil company, to practice patience im 
adversity, and moderation in prosperity, to be peaceable and contented. 


Welland clearly does Solomon depict the evils of idleness and of per- 


verseness---the blessings of knowledge and of obedience: truly does he tell - 


us of the “ six things the Lord abhoreth, yea, seven that are an abomination 
to him ; a proud look, a lying tongue, a hand that sheddeth innocent blood, 
a heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swiftin running to 
mischief, a false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among 
lis brethren.” | 


Some little explanation may be required by you my young friends, as to 
the difference between morality and religion, and the truth is, that they are so 
intimately connected as to need a few observations. In the earlier times of 
the Hebrew people, there was no possibility of making this distinction since 
the laws were in fact part of the religion; but gradually the classification has 
obtained ground, and it becomes my duty to notice to you the difference. 
lt is, even now, a delicate anda difficult question to trace the shades of 
variation, but I shall proceed to give you my opinions briefly. By religion 
{ understand a knowledge of the being and attributes of a God—the modes 
of worshipping him, and necessarily the obeying of those laws which we 
consider him to have ordained. Morality, 1 conceive to be the fulfilment of 
our duties to our neighbour and to ourselves, in the severnl relations of 
society, as parent or child, subject or ruler, stranger or friend. Jo be 
religious without being moral is an impossibility ; how fara man can be 
moral without being relizious is a doubtful enquiry---suffice it to say that 
religion may be defined as our duty towards God---morality as our duty 
towards mankind. | 


It may, perhaps, be said that the lessons which [ wish to inculcate, have 
no peculiar claim to be called the morality of the Jewish faith---but the 
morality of mankiud. 1 admit the objectiuns---our morality és the morality 
of mankind; it is that principle which elevates the poor to the level of the 
rich ; it is that feeling, which, in the exercise of it’s attributes distinguishes 
not the stranger from one born in the land; it is the ;ractice of our purest 
sentiments, without regard to the country or creed; it is the true feeling 
which makes mankind brethren. P. A. 


(To be continued. ) 


—— 


DOCUMENTS RELATIVE TO THE BRITISH JEWS. 


Addressed by Sir Moses Montefiore to the Wardens of every Congregation 
throughout the United Kingdom. : 


Grosvenor Gate, Park Lane, London, 
10th Shebat, 5602---218t Jan, 1842. 


Gentlemen, 
1 have the honor to convey to you the copy of a letter which 
1 received yesterday, from the Rev. Doctor Hirschel. 


In compliance with the request contained therein, and also agreeably to 
‘the accompanying copy of resolutions unanimously adopted at a meeting 


| 
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held on the 9th of September last, I likewise forward to 


| 3 you a copy of the 
Declaration referred to in such letter and resolutions. | 


Most deeply do I deplore the necessity of having to request that you will 


without delay, give all the publicity in your power to the Declaration in 
question, 


I have the honor to remain, ke. 


COPY OF THE COMMUNICATION ADDRESSED BY THE 
REV. DOCTOR HIRSCHEL TO SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE. 


Burr Covryi, 
9th Shebat, 5602. 


Dear Sir, 


With grief I have ascertained that a body of persons calling 
themselves “ British Jews’' are about to open a place of worship. I deem 
it my duty to request you to communicate to the different synagogues the 
Declaration made by me on the 24th Elul, and further, that you will 
circulate the said document in any manner that will give it the greatest 
publicity. 

have thé honor-to remain, 
My dear Sir, 
Your's most truly, 


S. HIRSCHEL, Chief Rabbi. 


Copy of Resolutions unanimously adopted at a Meeting of the Wardens and 
Honcrary Officers of the several Metropolitan Synagogues, and of the 
Members of the London Committee of Deputies of the British Jews 
and others, held at the residence of the Chief Rabbi, the Rev. Solomon 
Hirschel, 23, Bury Street, St. Mary Axe, on Thursday Evening, 
24 Elul. 5601—9 September, 1841. 


Six MOSES MONTEFIORE, F. RLS. tae Caate.) 


The following Resolutions were unanimously adopted .— 
That the Declaration signed by the Rev. Solomon Hirsche!. and the Members 
of the Beth Din be received and adopted by this M “*'"g, 


That the Chairman»be requested to forward a eopy sf the Chief Rabbi's 
declaration, and the accompanying certificate of the. Beth Din, to the 
Wardens of the several Synagogues in the United Kingdom and the 
Colonies, at such time as he may deem expedient. 


DECLARATION. 


23, Bury Srargr, 24th Elul, 5601, A.M: 


Information having reached me, from which it appears that certain persons 
calling themselves British Jews, publicly and in their published. Book of 
Prayer, reject the Oral Law, 1 deem it my duty to declare that, according te 
the Laws and Statutes held sacred by the whole House of Israel, any person 
or persons publicly declaring that he or they reject and do not believe in the 
authority of the Oral Law, cannot be permitted to have any communion 
with us Israelites in any religious rite or sacred act: | therefore earnestly 
entreat and exhort all God-fearing Jews, especially parents, to caution and 
instruct all persons belonging to our Faith that they be careful to attend to 
this Declaration, and .hat they be not induced to depart from our holy laws, 


S. HIRSCHEL, Cuter Rasai. 


We, the undersigned, fully concurring in the foregoing Doctrines, as set 


forth by the Reverend Solomon Hirschel, certify such our concurrence under 


our hands this 24th of Elul, 5601, A.M. 
DAVID MELDOLA, 
J. LEVY, 
A. L. BARNETT. 


A. HALIVA, 
A. LEVY, 


The promulgation of the above Declaration has beem delayed in the hope 
that there would have been no necessity to give it publicity : circumstances, 
however, now require that it should oo longer be, withheld from the 


community. 
9th Shebat, 5602. 


4 
vad 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| > > 
| 


| 


66 THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


— 


THE LATE DINNER OF THE LIVERPOOL HEBREW 
PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 

Sin,y—The gratitude | owe you for your insertion of my letter of the 13th 
December, «s w | as for your firm and correct conduct since, compels me 
to justify the confidence you have placed in my statements by rebutting the 
charce of calumpy impute: to me by the “knot of agitators,” who addressed 
you in your pul lication of he $tst December, under the title of “ Vindicator.” 


I say “l-o* of ag tators,” because it is easy to discover the “ diversity of 
brushes nm perceive that the “ self sufficient hands” that 
penned the commencement had nothing to do with the “ braggart ” style of 


the coneludcit 44 ports 


The whole question of their condemnation of your insertion of my letter, 
turns upon the assertion that my remarks were “a calumny,” because if not, 
your few words in the note, attached to their rejoinder, as to the right “to 
descant on the conduct of those who profess to be ministers of our religion,” 
settles the rest; and therefore to this point, “the calumny,” it is my 
present object to address myself, 


Tc their apparent ignorance of why the proceedings at the dinner should 
cause “ an unfavourable impression in London,” I answer it is evident the 
utmost was intended to be made of the invitation to Mr. Marks; and cer- 
tainly looking to the peculiar and conspicuous position in which he has 
placed himself, there can be no doubt the publicity that would have been 
given to his visit unexplained, must have caused anything but a favourable 
impression of the body of Jews here, amongst the numerous adherents to our 
‘faith and principles” in your city. The Rev. Mr. Beckett's letter proves 
this, at least that a demonstraticn was intended ; or how came he, a Christian 
minister, 10 know of the “ special invitation,” ort!.at there would be speaking 
that “* would interest the public.” 


But then, say Messieurs *f Vindicators,” nota word or sentiment save 


of universal charity was uttered ; now is this the fact, suppose we pass over 
the allusion to “absent parties and their motives,” (by one of the officials.) 
which neither breathed charity nor good feeling; we do the same to “ the 


speech,” as it is called, the connection of which wih the charity Iam at a 


loss like many others to discover; and we forbear comment on the Rey. 
minister's “ new reading of the Talmud,” on such an occasion. What 
shall we say to his second speech, 1 mean the one in return for his health 
being drunk, (the one not published), in which he “ appealed to the * powerful 
haluna’ who surrounded him,” saying, Ihave unfwiled the flag! and call 
upon you to rey round me in its support, Se.:’ must we call this ** all 
charity,” and include it in “the creed of peace to a!!, and opposition to 


none ? 


The next paragraph in my letter it appears is “unworthy of notice ;"” but 
recollect it is not its worth, but the truth that is challenged, and that I aver 
is unimpeachable. But now comes the thunder: “the third paragraph 
constitutes a palpable invention,” if so, why not disprove it; not by empty 
declamation or dealing in generalities, but by an appeal to figures, 

The simple assertion of-the benefit the charity has derived, is of little 
worth without proof, and as to the remark that any me sure of theirs has 
elevated the estimate entertained here of the Jewish character, it is truly 
ludicrous; these personages are so intlated with self conceit, that having 


talked themselves into ideas of importance, they woud e’en if they could 
persuade others to believe 


| deny their comparison of numbers at the dinner is correct, but if it were, 
it does not impeach my statement of only thirty-eight Jews being present ; 
the larger portion of which were little more than the younger branches, and 
that the parties absent include with few solitary exceptions all the Jewish 
residents of station, property, or influence in the town; you will, I am sure, 
agree with mein appreciating at its proper worth the impudent in.sinuation 
of ignorance, bigotry, and prejudice. imputed to them. 


But here allow me to say a few words on the question of admission of 
Christian strangers. Be good enough to observe that Jews in such towns 
as ours are very differently situated to what they are in London. There, 
the great numbers concentrate, and a'low them in most cases to act indepen- 


, dently, and in public matters, appertaining to their own sect, free from the 


influence of surrounding communities : bu) here, our limited numbers do not 
allow us the same protection. 


to the measure, ar. was bound to many of them by every tie of gratitude 


Daniels, Esq., president of ihe Institution, (in the chair), is such jargon, 


When some two years ago the question of admitting Christians to the 
dinner was first mooted, party spirit here (both political and religious) raged _ 
with great virulence: the old and discreet members of the society opposed 
the change at the period, upon the correct principle that it was inex- 
pedient at such a time for us, as Jews, to run the chance of being mixed vp 
with either party ; as the inevitable result of meeting persons in public 
capacities would be that those only of one side could atiend. 

But although this very correct view of the proposition was supported by 
nine-tenths of the heads of families, it was overcome by some unseen influ- 
ence (since explained) ; and the consequence has been, as stated in my letter, 
that nearly every member of age or standing in the town has deen driven 
from the dinner. If this still be denie!l let Messrs. ‘* Vindicators’ ».diish 
a list of the ma'ried members present, and absent, and I will ab. 'e tuat 
issue. 

I have named some “unseen influence,’ since explained, caused the 
more rampant spirits to carry out their indiscreet plans; it would now appear 
if a writer to the “ liverpool Albion ” is to be believed, who replied therein 
to my letter in your Jouraal, that we are indebied to the Reverend minister 
of the West Loudon Congregation forit. Vide, Note to Correspondent in the 
“ Liverpoo! Albion,” ot December 20th. | 

If this be the fact, it speaks volumes as to this person’s conduct, for at tlie 
time he was in the cmploy of the very parties who were strenuously oppose: 


for their kindness uud protection, as well as early patronage ; and it fully 
justifies every animadversion that has been passed upon him, and shews the 
dependance to be placed on his stability and good faith; and yet such a 
personage is selected to reform our religion ! 

The whole of the rhotomoniade avout the ‘ resolutioa,” passed by Henry 


that it is out of my power to understand it. What do they mean? Am I to 
infer, as he did pass several resolutions, that he was “ cook and butler” on 
the occasion ? that the whole farce of the invitation was his handy work ? 
I will not believe it, and protest against such an abuse of his name. 

That ‘here are some resolutions on the books in this form I know, but 
how thoy © there, and by whom concocted, why Messsrs. “ Vindicators ” 
dinna ¢. iell 

As to Mr. Marks’ “ constant and valuable support to the cause of Jewish 
Emencipation,” it is perfectly ridiculous, and puts me sadly in mind of the 
old story of the ‘man who fancied he played the organ when he only blew 
the bellows.” | 


Whether it be scandalous to charge Mr. Marks with an intention of 


introducing religious reform at the dinner is best shewn by the result, 


In his first speech he barely avoided touching upon it, and as shewn in his 
second he did the act | am charged with scandal for imputiug to him. 

The next assertion, say your correspondents, has already been sufficiently 
refuled. Llow? Where? I have not. seen it. I stated, it is 1eported they 
(the stewards) have called upon the treasurer to furnish £8. 10s. Od.. for 
payment of Mr. Marks’ expenses. Surely they will not deny this? because 
what I then stated as a rEPorT I now state as a fact; namely, that first, 
they called upon the treasurer, in writing, to pay £8. 10s. Od., out of the 
funds of the society ; and failing in this, they were willing to reduce their 
claim to £6. 5s. Od., also in writing. The whole is a matter of public 
notoriety here, and there cannot be a doubt of the documen's being forth- 
coming when called for. 

In conclusion, Sir, whether my composition be defamatory or not, I now. 
leave to the judgment of the public, and scorn the insinuation of being 
actuated by an uncharitable or malignant spirit; and candidly assure Messrs. 
“* Vindicators ” I can bear their consignment to unutterable contempt with 


- “ unruffied plumage ;” threats are usually estimated according to the quarter 


whence they emanate. Let it suffice, 1 estimate theirs at the proper value. 
LivERPOOL, I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
17th, Jan, 56v2. HONESTAS. 


A TALE. 
| (Concluded from our last.) 
Arrived at my destination, I entered a mean apartment, the scanty furniture 
of which spoke a sad tale of poverty and woe. On a low couch, void of 
almost all covering, lay the emaciated form of a woman, by her side a beautiful 


infant. I gazed around me ; three or four women were present saying the 
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service, usually read at the departure of a soul; there was also one man in 
whom [ instantly recognized my former friend, David; he did not know me, 
for he looked surprised at my abrupt unannounced intrusion; and asked 
why as a stranger I broke thus rudely into the chamber of death. I was at 
a loss for a rep-y, til) looking above the head of the bed I saw my father’s 
picture—it was enough—I knew at once it was my sister who was dying, 
and I answered sharply: “I claim a brothec’s right here, who dare gainsay 
itand oppose me?” My voice must have aroused my sister, for slightly 
raisine herself she said: ** My brother, who spoke of him, let not his presence 
disturb my last moments,” and instinctively she pressed to her bosom herchild, 
who instead of returning the caress stretched forth her little hands to me. 
[ rushed to the bed, ‘* Rachel, it is I, your brother, returned, alas! that I 
‘hould see you thus; look on me, let us not be separated for ever as enemies. 
indeed, indeed, I am not what you think me, in piiy speak to me, say but 
you love me as of old, when I was the idol of your youthful areams, do not 
turn from me I will save you from the grave, I have wealth, unbounded 
wealth, it is yours, say but you forgive me.” A faint smile played around 
her lips, like a glim»se of sunshine afler a storm, and she essayed to address 
me, but the effort was vain; she pointed to her child, and I could see the 
large tears trickle from her eyes, at the thought that she was leaving so 
frail a being unprotected. “1 will take her as my ow, ‘xchel, she shall 
be to me as a child, I have no tie on earth to d.vic* 1) affection with; I 
will love her for your sake, she shall learn to love me for my own, I will 
educate her, fear not, in the holy tenets of the Jewish faith, (David sneered 
emphatically, “‘ and as to you, Sir,” said [, turning to uim, ‘‘ begone,. betrayer 
of friendship, monster of perfidy, but for your blind bigotry, | | 21 not been 
the murderer of my father, my sister had not died .hus “.°sdfu' ‘cave me 
nor cross my path again.”’ He needed no second b.2 ing, but retired, 
observing as he went, “ You shall feel my power.’”’ My sister held out her 
long thin hand and grasped mine convulsively, smiled again, and straining 
every neive to give utterance to her final command, faintly murmured, 
‘‘ Remember,” and expired. I saw the last duties paid to her corpse, and 
then inguirin¥ of,one of ihe women present, learned that she had married 
hadly, that her husband had died and left her with one babe, a ber gar; 
that but for the assistance of a lady, (from the description of \.i x I 
recognized Louisa, and David, she must have perished long before, and  .at 
now she had died of a general decay of nature. oh 


Faithful to my promise, I took thee Rebekah, and called thee my ward, 


but the world knew otheriwse; the poison had begun its work, David had » 


already published my return, and I was everywhere branded «s an aposiate. 
Too proud to explain, too indignant at man’s thus arrogatin» 'o 


power of God to chastise; I turned upon my oppressors, lav.icd at theie 


denunciations of perdition. their threats of excommunication: “ poor fools, 
shall ignorant mortal step between and msi.aker! they dictate 
what I am to do? and because I heed them not, attempt to deprive me of 
my rights as a member of their body?” And still, though I thought thus at 
one moment, the next I owned that they were right, and that I had sinned 
against them too deeply to hope to win their forgiveness by a continuance 
in my pride of heart and self-will, But I could not brook to ‘them, so [ 
walked in my path alone, hated and hating. Within a few months I left 
Loudon, and came to live here, but the malice of my persecutors forsook me 
not, and even here I was solitary, proud, and detested. And now, Rebekah, 
my tale is done; I have written it for your instruction, though I know not 
who may read it to you, perhaps yourself. How faithfully | have discharged 


my promise to your dying mother, you alone can tell : and oh! if the watch- — 


ful love of yeais, the anxious cares I have bestowed on you, do not fade when 
I am dead, then will this my last request not be disregarded. Be firm in 
your devotion to the Holy One of Israel, walk in His path, for in it there is 
life: be humble and meek, for you have seen the effects of pride and obduracy 
in me; and if there should be any one when I am gone, any Jew, who 
loving you ‘as you deserve to be loved, should awaken a reciprocal feeling 
in your bosom, cherish it next to your devotion to God, and wed him: and 
should you hereafter be blessed with children, above all if they are boys 
and give promise, as youth sometimes will, of waywardness, read to them 
this confession of him who has been to you asa father; and, if my most 
sincere repentance have moved the compassion of a merciful providence, 
it shall reclaim them and make you a happy mother. Farewell, may He 


watch. 


= 


The grey light of morning came gently into the room, as I laid down the 


manuscript, and shed a faint lustre on surrounding objects. The lamp was 
expiring, but by its dim light [ saw that Rebekah was weeping ; nor was I 
much less moved. I took her hand; “ Rebekah,” said I, “ you have heard 
your uncle’s last request; there is one who loves you, not perhaps as you 
deserve, but still better than life, 1 am he: do not think me unfeeling, that 
at this moment I urge my suit; his spirit is above us, and hallows my words. 
Oh, Rebekah! I have longed for, yet dreaded this moment, that either 
deprives me of a dear sister, or binds you to me by a still dearer tie: say 


. shall it be, you will not refuse me ; your uncle, dying, joined our hands. 


Say that be also united our hearts, Rebekah, one word, I conjure you.” 
She spoke not, but her head fell upon my shoulder, and her hand still 
remained clasped in mine, and as I thought, returned its pressure. She 
continued weeping, and allowed me to lead her to the window, which I 
threw open and admitted the first beams of the morning sun. Again, and 
again, | urged her to speak, and the low murmur that at last gladdened my 
ears, was ample recompense for all previous doubts and fears. She was 
mine, and mine only* but why dwell on a happiness that years have but 
multiplied, time increased. Within three months we were united ; and 
never were vows more fervent.y uttered, or more strictly obeyed, than those 
my mother blessed, as I placed the ring that made Rebekah mine for eve:, 
on her half-rela: at, half-advancing finger. 

Reader, we have one son, whose career has been ameliorated by the perusal 
of the foregoing pages, may their moral not be wholly lost on you. 


ENIGMA, 
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PARAPHRASE OF THE ABOVE. 


When God’s great work, Creation, blessed the earth, 
I sprang, ‘ere human nature, into birth ; 

But not ’till Heaven it’s glorious task had staid, — 
Was I subservient to man’s uses made. — 

I sweep the earth, I cut the liquid air, 

To cleave the waters’ waste I sometimes dare, 

I rule all nations, who by hand am ruled, 

I school mankind, myself by man am schooled ; 
I give the church it’s bull, the state decrees, 

I minister to joy, prescribe for fell disease : 
White is my hue, but still in black 1 shine—~ 
Now trace the challenge—now love’s softer line; 
I raise the humble—give me rags alone, | 
The mighty are my power made to own 

I join triends severed by the boundless sea, 
Heart speaks to heart its purest thoughts through me--- 
And still I’m dumb---alwe my mouth is shut, 
Kili me, I speak not, ’till my throat is cut. 

But now, alas! in turn, I too must feel 

The devastation made by ruthless séeed ; 
Oft’times before ’t has cut me to the core 

But even that soft solace fate denies me more, 
1’m laid aside---the hand no longer grace, 

For steel, relentless steel, usurps my place ; 
Release me, Israel, from my fallen state, 

Ye who deplore, like me, the will of fate, 
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HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN ENGLAND. 
(Continued from No. 9.) 

They were likewise to give orders that all their effects should be applied 
to the king’s use, and that those who were guilty of any of these particulars 
and had not made fine to the king, or his justices, should be apprehended and 
imprisoned, and not released without the especial permission of his majesty 
or his justices. And in order to know what were the particular possessions 
and debts of every Jew in England, that at his leisure he might get them 
into his power, he commanded, something after the manner of the doomsday 
book, that all effects belonging to Jews should be registered. That the con- 
cealment of the smallest article should be forfeiture of body and whole estate. 
That six or seven public places should be appointed, wherein all their 
contracts should be made. That all such contracts should be signed in the 

presence of two Jewish lawyers, two Christian lawyers, and two public 
notaries.’ That the clerks of William de Sancta Maria, and William de 
Chimeilli, should likewise be present. That such contracts should likewise 
be made by indenture, one part of which was to remain with the Jew, sealed 
with the seal of him to whom the money was lent; and the other in a 
common chest, to which there were to be three locks and three keys ; one of 
which was to be in the possession of the aforesaid Jewish lawyers, one in the 
hands of the Christian lawyers, and one in those of the before-mentioned 
clerks, 


cnjoined to keep a irans 


The chest was also to be sealed with three seals. The clerks were 
st roll of all such contracts, which roll was to be 
‘wal charters of contract were altered. The fee 
for drawing every suc: chartcr was to be three-pence: one half to be paid 
bythe Jew, and the other half by him to whom the money was to he lent: 
that the three-pence were to be equally divided between the two writers and 
the keeper of the roll. It was lhkewise ordained that as no contracts for 


money were to be made but in the presence of the aforesaid persons, or the 


altered as often as 


vreater pari of them, so no payment or acquittance, or any alterations in the 
charters or transcript rolls was to be effected except tp like presence. Every 
Jew was to take an oath on the Pentateuch that he would truly and faithfully 
recister all his estate, both real and personal, as above directed; and: that he 
would impeach every Jew whom he knew to be guilty of any concealment, 
as likewise all forgers of charters, and clippers of money. 

We must likewise observe, that though ‘neither our historians nor records 
mention the appointinent of such particular officers in this reign, as we shall 
hereafter find, called Justices of the Jews, (who were to attend to business 
at the Fxchequer only,) yet we are sure that even so early as this king’s 
For Mag. Ret. 10. R. 1. expressly 
styles Benedictus Judwus ce Talemun, and Josephus Aaron, Justiciazii 
We think it proper here to give a briefaceount of the contracts 
of the Jews, and then to take no farther notice of them. 


tune there were such officers appointed. 


Jud@rum. 


The Jewish con- 
tracts when reduced to writing were like those ef other’ men, for the most 
part styled cha:'a, and chirographa, but very often starra or stars, froma 
corruption of the Hebrew word "Dw which signifies a covenant. ‘They 
were composed sometimes in Hebrew, sometimes in Latin, and sometimes in 
French. 

| (To be Contmued.) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
STATISTICAL... ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL 
COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT ENGLAND. 
be Continued Weekly.) 


Surenness.-Situated in the Isle of Sheppy,in Kent, is a fortified town, 
and is f&fty-two miles from London. Saturday is the market dav. The 


JEWISH 


Jews residing here are fewin number, consisting in the whole of but five’ 


families; but they are very closely united, and form as it were but one. 
Indeed, the words of the Psahuist may with propriety he applied to them. 
“ Behold, how beautiul, and how pleasant it is to see brethren dwell torether 
in unity. This congregation was established more than half a century since 
by the Jute Iseac and Samuel Abrahams, Esqs. The synagogue which a: 
handsome and commodious building, is in Sheppy Street, Blue Town : and 
the burial ground in Bell Lion Street, Mile Town. The Rev. J. Reniainin 
is minister; the wardens for the present year are Isaac Jacobs, and Moses 
Abrahams, Esq. 


Rabbi Aaron delivered a lecture on Saturday last, on the portion of the 
week. He expatiat don the necessity Of being at ail times devout in our 
prayers to God, and remarhed that we cught not to wait till we are In pros- 
perty to thank Him, but that we should even in adversity express Our gratitude 
for the numerous benefits we receive. We must once Scain allude to the 
serious annoyance cansed by the late arrival of several gentlemen. The 


discourse commences at One o Che’, precis: dy, and it isa mark of disresp' ot 


| 


= 


to the lecturer, and of disregard to the sacred word he preaches, to arrive at 
@0 unseasonable an hour as a quarter to lwo; thereby causing much distur - 
bance, besides an interruption of the sermon. We hope this will not occur 
again. 


—_ 


orrow in the Hall of the 


Mr. Solomon Jacobs, (6y desire), will lecture to-m 
Great Synagogue. 
— 
We are informed that E. E. Micholls, Esq., his lady, and some gentlemen 
of the Committee of the Jews’ Free School, have kindly presented the 
governess of that establishment with the means of furnishing the girls who 
attend the school with a hot dinner daily, during the present inclement 
season. Judging from the savoury fumes that pervade the atmosphere of the 
building, we should imagine that the kindness of the subscribers to this Iauda- 
ble work has not been limited. Webelieve each child paysa farthing per day. 


— 


- 


We have been favoured with a private view of Mr. Reeves’ painting, 
whieh represents the public thanksgiving of Sir Moses Montetiore, (for the 
success of his mission. to the East,) at the ark of the synagogue of the 
Spanish and Portuguese Jews, London. The architectural portion of the 
venerable edifice is boldly and faithfully executed, and the introduction of 
the portraits of several leading members of the congregation gives additional 
interest to the picture, which reflects the highest credat on the artist, and is 
we believe to form the first of a set of historical represeatations of events in 
modern Jewish history. 


THE Haeve.—pon 33445 On sth inst. died Rabbi Joseph 
Assur Lemans, aged 75. He was tor nearly forty years 5}“] here, and dis- 
charged the duties of that high office with piety and zeal in the service of 
his fellow-creatures. He was a native of Amsterdam, the coagregation of 
which city, in consequence of the great talents he displayed while a youth, 
sent him to the Sy" at their own expense. On his return, he was elected to 
one of the offices in the YF PV, he was afterwards appointed Y"}}3. 
and subsequently 3". He was allowed to be the greatest proficient in 
VV yw in Europe ; and for general knowledge ranked next to the celebrated 
Rabbi Akiva Eger. His works, in Hebrew, which are numerous, are in 
great repute. His son, who is at present 3") at Nieumegen, is expected to 
succeed him as 3% at the Hague. : 


— 


-—— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE 35>. 
Having read in the daily prints that the King of Prussia, who is now in 
. England, proposes to grant the Jews in his dominions perfect freedom ot 
worship, and to remove the civil disabilities under which they labour, |! 
think it would be right for the heads of cur nation to call a meeting and 
send up a deputation in the name of united congregations of England, present- 
ing a memorial of thanks to him for his liberality to our brethren in his 
dominions ; for our blessed Psalmist says * 
_ Trusting you will see the j ustice of this, | remain, Sir, your’s truly, 
L. LEVASCN, President of the Cheltenham Congregation, 
Jan. 24th, 5602, 2, Pamswick Lawn. 


The managers of the several Charity Schools belonging to the Spanish 
and Portuguese Jews’ Congregation in London, allowed a holiday to the 
childien of the same on Tuesday last, as amark of their duty and allegiance 
to their sovereign, and the monarchy of their country. 


— 


TO THE BENEVOLENT puBLic.— We have been requested to notice the case 
of Mr. Nathan Henry, for many years proprietor of a Synagogue in the 
the vicinity of the Borough, From the circular, issued in his behalf, it ap- 
pears that he has ruined himself in the support of his synagogue, and that 
now at the advanced age of seventy-four. he is in danger of being thrown into 
prison for debts incurred in preserving a house for. the spiritual welfare of 
the community : we trust the liberality of our sabscribers will be extended. 
towards him—at the request of his friends, we are willing to receive subscrip- 
tions (to be acknowledged through our columns) in his behalf, addressed to 
Mr. Angel, No. 3, Camomile-street, Bishopsgate. 


CALENDAR FOR THE WEER,. 
Saturday 18th Shebath—January 29th, Section of Law to be read 45)‘ 
Exodus, ¢.18, v. Waphtoroth, Ger. Isaiah c. 6,¥.1.to ¢.7,v.7. 
Por.c. 6. .v 1 to end chapter Sabbath goes out—27 min. after 5. 
Sunday, veeeeeesShebeth 19th January 30th 


Monday, .. 


6 


Wednesday | 22nd. re 2nd. 
_Friday—Sabbath half-past Four o’Clock ,, 24th. 4th. 
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